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It was a successful legislative session from the standpoint that we stopped 
major tax increases, addressed the McCleary court order, reached a Hirst 
solution, and were able to include a number of projects in the capital budget 
important to the 13th District. More on those issues, as well as an update on 
school safety and property taxes, in this legislative review.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions, concerns or com-
ments during the interim. I am your state representative year-round. I am in-
terested in ideas for legislation, and available to speak to groups and provide 
legislative updates. 

It is an honor to represent the 13th District.

Sincerely, 

 

MATT MANWELLER 
13th District Representative 

McCleary – education funding
The Legislature has increased funding for K-12 education to historic levels the last couple 
of budget cycles. I am confident we have fulfilled the state Supreme Court McCleary court 
order. As part of the House Republican McCleary workgroup, I was able to get language 
in the plan for an auditing mechanism allowing the Office of Superintendent of Public In-
struction (OSPI) to ensure levy money is spent on what it is intended for, and part of what 
is deemed “basic education.” The audit piece of the McCleary legislation is crucial, as it will 
prevent similar litigation in the future and we can avoid a “McCleary 2.0” situation. 

I have been a strong advocate for class-size reduction and had an amendment adopted 
by the House to the initial McCleary legislation, House Bill 1843, that would require dis-
tricts to reduce class sizes in order to receive class-size reduction money. A similar provi-
sion was ultimately adopted in the 2017 McCleary solution bill, House Bill 2242, but was 
delayed this year with the passage of Senate Bill 6362.
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Advocating for vocational education 
As I travel around the district and meet with people in 
Olympia, the more I hear requests and needs for voca-
tional education opportunities in Washington state. The 
Legislature passed House Bill 1600 to increase the career 
and college readiness of our public school students. The 
legislation creates the Work-In-
tegrated Learning Initiative. The 
initiative promotes experiences 
for students by providing:

 • an opportunity for students 
to engage in work-based 
academic programs, such as 
internships, externships, and apprenticeships with 
public and private-sector employers; and

 • a framework for the development and replication 
of successful work-integrated learning programs 
throughout the state.

We have to move away from the mindset that everyone 
needs a four-year degree, as there are good-paying jobs 
out there. However, our students are not getting the 
real-world skills they need to take on these jobs.

I am a big proponent of expanding vocational educa-
tion. Last fall I was honored to receive the Washington 
Association for Career and Technical Education (ACTE) 
“Legislator of the Year” award. As an educator, I am 
fully aware there are different educational opportunities 
for individuals to be successful. Providing vocational 
education opportunities for students gives us a chance 
to show them there are multiple pathways to obtaining a 
family-sustaining job or career.

Hirst (well-water) solution 
Two of our biggest wins came in the first couple of weeks 
of the legislative session. We reached a solution to the 
state Supreme Court Hirst decision – the battle over 
well-water and property rights, which led to the passage 
of the biennial capital budget. The Hirst or well-water fix, 

Senate Bill 6091, grandfathers 
in existing wells and removes 
the mandate the state Supreme 
Court imposed on counties to 
find legal, available water. This 
would have been a huge burden, 
especially for small counties 

with limited resources and funds. This was a big win for 
property rights, as well as clearing up the uncertainty of 
the court’s decision.

13th District capital projects
With the Hirst agreement, we were able to pass a bi-
ennial capital budget that includes significant projects 
throughout the 13th District. I sponsored three capital 
budget projects this session.

The Lane House Community Center in Roslyn. The 
Lane House is the oldest building, dating back to 1895. 
The money will be used to bring the home up to code.

The second project was funding for the Ellensburg 
Rodeo and Fairgrounds. The money will be used to 
address the Americans with Disabilities Act compli-
ance issues and refurbish some of the animal housing.

Finally, the Historic Cemetery Grant Program. In the 
2016 session, I passed legislation allowing for the allo-
cation of grants to historic cemeteries around Wash-
ington that were falling into disrepair. Preference was 
given to cemeteries that interred veterans. This year, 
$515,000 was placed into that grant program from the 
capital budget.

We were also able to get funding for a replacement 
well at the Olmstead-Smith Historical Gardens, 
the Clymer Museum and Gallery to revitalize and 
restore the upper portion of the historical building, 
and monies for the Inland Northwest Rail Museum, 
just outside of Reardan.
 

School safety
Given the frequency and severity of 
school shootings across the country, 
I was disappointed we did not pass 
legislation to improve school safety. I 
have been working on school safety 
legislation for four years. This year, I sponsored House 
Bill 2442, which would have created the Students Pro-
tecting Students program, in which students could use a 
mobile app to anonymously alert school administrators 
to ominous or dangerous threats with the intent of pre-
venting school violence. The bill passed out of the House 
Education Committee unanimously, but stalled in the 
House Appropriations Committee. However, $750,000 
was allocated to school safety programs in the final bud-
get. The House Education Committee chairperson and 
the ranking Republican member of the committee will be 
sending a letter to the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction requesting some of the money to be spent on 
the Students Protecting Students program. The funding 
is progress. And, Ellensburg School District is moving 
toward an app-based solution for their schools.  
I am hopeful Washington state will follow their lead.  



High school civics 
I was the co-sponsor of a bill to make civics or American 
government a required class to graduate from a Wash-
ington high school. I spent eight years as a high school 
social studies teacher. I want to make sure every student 
has a basic understanding of the U.S. Constitution and 
the American form of govern-
ment before graduating. It is 
obvious through our communi-
cations that there is a lack of un-
derstanding of our government 
structure and process. On March 
21, the governor signed House 
Bill 1896 into law.

COLA for retired teachers 
It has been almost 10 years since retired teachers have 
received a cost of living adjustment (COLA). As the 
chair of the Joint Select Committee on Pension Policy, I 

prime-sponsored House Bill 
2511 to give every retired 
teacher a 3 percent raise. In the 
House Appropriations Com-
mittee, the bill was limited to 
3 percent for only teachers on 
the bottom end of the earning 
scale. The final budget includ-
ed a 1.5 percent increase for 

the retired teachers. We did try to pass an amendment 
during the budget debate that would have brought the 
amount back up to 3 percent, like my bill, but it was de-
feated on the House floor.

Railroad funding 
As the founder and co-chair of the Legislative Rail Cau-
cus, I have taken a 
keen interest in pro-
moting rail projects in 
the state—particularly 
the smaller short-line 
railroads that criss-
cross Eastern Wash-
ington.  This year, I was 
able to acquire several 
million dollars for the 
Palouse and Coulee 
City (PCC) rail line, as well as monies for the Inland NW 
Rail Museum in Reardan.
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Property tax relief 
The Legislature passed a bill to provide some property 
tax relief, Senate Bill 6614. I supported the measure, as 
many property owners 
are seeing large increas-
es in property taxes, and 
we should be providing 
some tax relief while we 
can, especially for those 
who are on fixed incomes. 
However, I was a little 
disappointed. It is a one-time property tax cut in 2019 
and is approximately a $90 tax cut on a $300,000 house. 
The state is experiencing record tax revenue, so I felt we 
could have easily provided a property tax break this year 
and at a more substantial rate. House Republicans had at 
least three bills to implement property tax relief in 2018 – 
none were given public hearings.

Rep. Manweller speaks during debate on the floor  
of the state House of Representatives.
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Awards and recognition
I appreciate all the recognition and support I have 
received from a variety of organizations over the 
last two years. I want to thank the MomsRising or-
ganization for recognizing my efforts on the paid 
family and medical leave bill last year. For my work 
I received a MomsRising onesie. 

I was named a recipient of the “Friend of the Farm 
Bureau” award for my exemplary record on bills 
critical to the state’s agricultural industry. I was 
pleased to be recognized by the Washington State 
Farm Bureau given the importance of agriculture 
to our legislative district and state.

I also want to thank the Washington State 
Legislative Boards of the Sheet Metal, Air, Rail 
and Transportation (SMART) Transportation 
Division and the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers and Trainmen for the “Certificate of 
Recognition” for my leadership and commit-
ment to railroad crew transportation safety. 

 

LD13


